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Why Price Transparency

• Price transparency can address the wide 
variation in the prices charged for similar 
services across the health care sector

• 30% of Utahans are on high deductible plans

• 2015 RWJF survey results on shopping for cost 
of care

– 56% of all surveyed Americans

– 67% of people with $500-3,000 deductibles

– 74% of those with deductibles higher than $3,000
Utah Foundation, 2016 data, https://www.publicagenda.org/pages/how-much-will-it-cost



From CMS 

• “We are concerned that challenges continue 
to exist for patients due to insufficient price 
transparency.…effective January 1, 2019, we 
are updating our guidelines to require 
hospitals to make available a list of their 
current standard charges via the internet in a 
machine readable format and to update this 
information at least annually, or more often as 
appropriate. “



Paid Amount and Charges are Two 
Different Things

$-

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

$35,000

Provider Charges  Private Payer Allowed 

Amount 

Medicaid Paid Amount

Average Maternal Costs 2010, Cesarean Childbirth

Source: The Cost Of Having A Baby In The United States, Truven Health Analytics, 2013



Examples from Colorado









Opportunities

• Provide information to plans, purchasers, 
consumers on the median price paid for 
commercial plans

• Provide data in a format that 3rd parties can 
make that data easily consumable (aps, API 
formats)

• Advance intentions by CMS and state 
transparency and make new kinds of data 
available
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